Rt. Hon. M. Howard M.P.

Opposition Leader

Conservative Party

House of Commons

Westminster

London SW1A OAA

January 13th 2005

Dear Mr. Howard,

Government liability to pay Occupational Pro-rata Pensions to members of the Armed Forces serving prior to 1975.

Government Ministers in the 1950’s and 60’s, when Service Pay levels lagged considerably behind Private Sector levels, claimed that Armed Forces Pay had to be considered in relation to the Pensions they received. These were expressed commitments to pay Armed Forces Pensions to all members of the Armed Forces whether they completed 22 years for a full pension or not. In other words to pay Pro-rata Pensions related to their pay levels and time served. 

By means of Queens Regulations and Admiralty Instructions, Politicians expect from the Armed Forces impeccable standards of integrity, discipline and duty. In turn, past and present Members of the Armed Forces, have every right to expect and demand the same impeccable standards from Politicians.

If you succeed in becoming the next Prime Minister, could you please let me know, specifically, whether you will see to it that your Conservative Party will honour the above liability and commitment to pay these Armed Forces Occupational Pro-rata Pensions immediately or not?

I am requesting you, as leader of your Party, to answer and sign your reply personally and not defer it to your office. I particularly require an authoritative reply only you can give to the Membership of our Federation.

Please reply by 10th February 2005, otherwise we will conclude you do not intend to.

Yours Sincerely

David Robson

Secretary General. CAFF UK. 

