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Do S

| wrote to you in January, advising you that the issues raised by David Robson,
Secretary General of The Combined Armed Forces Federation, in his letter to Sir Peter
Viggers MP, and enclosed with your letter of 15 December, required furine: investigation
before | could provide a full response.

Sir Peter did not approach me separately on Mr Robson’s behalf but the following
addresses the points raised by Mr Robson.

It is apparent from Mr Robson’s previous correspondence and from the documentatior
contained in the Combined Armed Forces Federation UK 2008 Report that he holds a
deep sense of grievance that some ex-members of the armed forces have no
occupational pension rights in relation to their service before 1975. Although this is by
no means Universal, it is true for those who left service with less than 22 years’
reckonable service (16 years’ reckonable service in the case of officers).

| can do no better than to remind him of what the then Minister for the Armed Forces,
Adam Ingram MP, said in Parliament on 31 January 2007:

“| recognise that a number of individuals who have no occupational pension
rights for their time in the armed forces are aggrieved that improvements to
pension provisions since the mid-1870s were not applied retrospectively, but that
does not mean that the work and commitment of those who served in the armed
forces before 1975 is not valued. We value their contribution in many other
ways ...

The Minister went on to explain that the key issue is whether the treatment of this group
of ex-service personnel is lawful. Mr Robson is well aware that the issue has been
tested in Court on more than one occasion but there has never been a finding that the
treatment of this group of ex-service personnel is unlawful or in contravention of any
Statute. In 2003 the Court of Appeal carefully considered his written submissions in the
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